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This part of Otter's work, like his description of the Indian expedition,
is neither very accurate nor of much interest. The most valuable portion
of his book is his description of what he actually saw and heard himself. He
relates in a graphic way his experiences on the journey from Turkey to Isfahan,
his stay for over a year and a half in that city, his journey to Basra and his
return to France through Mesopotamia. Being an accomplished linguist,
he could talk freely to all the people with whom he came into contact; his
conversations with the peasants in Persia reveal the terrible state of misery
to which, even at that time (1739), Nadir's ceaseless exactions had reduced
them. He has much to say in regard to Ahmad Pasha of Baghdad, his methods
of keeping the Arab tribes in check, and his relations with Nadir Shah.
Except as regards Basra and the vicinity, Otter's published work is of de-
cidedly less importance as a source of information respecting the Gulf than the
Gombroon Diary and the letters of the East India Company's representatives.
The Biblioth&que Nationale possesses two copies of Otter's Journal and a
number of other documents in manuscript, which are quite distinct from
his published work; these MSS. contain some further information of value
regarding Nadir Shah, the history of the Persian Gulf at that time, and the
affairs of the Campagnie des Indes.
On Otter's return from the East in 1744, he was given the post of interpreter
at the Biblioth£que du Roi and that of Professor of Arabic at the Acad&nie
des Inscriptions, J. P. de Bougainville, the author of the Parallek between
Alexander and Nadir Shah, had a high opinion of Otter, whose work he utilised
largely when compiling his own. Interesting details of Otter's career are given
by Monsieur Omont in his Missions Archeologiques frangaises en Orient am
XVHe et XVIlie sticks (Paris, 1902), pp. 680-683, 760-766 and 786.
V.   LA MAMYE-CLAIRAC.
The Histoire de Perse, depuis le Commencement de ce Si&cle by Louis Andr6
de la Mamye-Clairac (Paris, 1750) is a remarkably well-arranged and carefully
prepared work. Although the author was never nearer Persia than Constan-
tinople (where he was from 1724 to 1727), he obtained through the friends whom
he made there and through French diplomatic and consular officials1 of his
acquaintance a large amount of data relating to Persia.2 The greater part
of his book is concerned with the Afghan revolt and invasion and other occur-
rences previous to Nadir's rise into prominence ; the author's actual narrative
comes to an end with the year 1730, so that there is but little therein respecting
Nadir. In the latter part of Ms third volume, entitled Memoires pour la
Continuation de cette Histoire, he publishes, however, a number of letters and
reports which he had obtained through the good offices of his diplomatic
and other friends ; these documents bring his record of events (with some gaps)
up to the year 1739. One of the most interesting of these documents is the
1He knew, amongst others, that astute diplomatist the Marquis de Bonnac, M. d'Andrezd,
the Maxquis de Vflleneuve and the brother of the last-named.
4 La Mamye-Clairac also utilised a number of works such as du Cerceau's version of Krasinski's
Memoirs, the Relation of Pfere Reynal, the Relcusione della Rivoluzioni di Pwsia (which I
have not seen), by the Sienr Joseph, a Georgian who was interpreter at the French Consulate
at I§fahan, etc.

